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“He counts the number of star; 
He calls them all by name.”

Psalm 147:4  
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Got your Christmas cards done yet?  Those who 
are on my Christmas card list know that I always 
like to slightly undermine the whole Christmas 
card thing – usually with some offbeat comment 
or greeting.  A few years ago I sent mine in 
October.  I just liked the idea that those receiving 
them would have to think what to do - put it on 
the mantelpiece for 3 months? Put it in a drawer 
and hope to remember to retrieve it?  One friend 
was genuinely annoyed at me breaking the 
convention of sending them around Christmas!

The point is, Christmas is not about Christmas.  Christmas is about God 
coming into the world, the whole world, for the whole year, over our whole 
lives.  The really weird thing is actually people keeping that Good News 
confined to a season.

In our lives, with all of our worries and all our hassles; in our church, with all 
of the uncertainty over the future; in our world, with Covid still cawing the 
feet from under everything we used to take for granted, the climate emergency 
seemingly never taken seriously enough and the perennial head-shaking over 
politicians who seem less than honourable – we need the good news of 

Christmas!  God came into a dark and dangerous world, God 'took his 

chances' as a refugee, pursued by murderous soldiers.  God showed who he 

was and brought hope to the poorest. It's all in this wonderful story we 
explore, celebrate and sing heartily about each year.

And yet, that is a story – a hope - for every day, is it not?  As someone once 

put it, “At Christmas God just did in big print what he does in small print all 
the time.”

Happy Christmas and a Guid New Year!
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OPEN THE CAMERA APP

1. from the Home screen, Control Centre or Lock screen.

2. Select the rear-facing camera. Hold the camera so that 

the QR code appears in the viewfinder in the Camera 

app. Your device recognises the QR code and displays a 

notification.

3. Tap the notification to open the link associated with the 

QR code.        
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You will be invited to give a donation for one CrossReach Christmas Card, available on 
Sundays during Advent. This essentially replaces all the individual Christmas greetings cards 
you would send to friends in the congregation. 

In past years these individual cards had to be hand delivered. This became increasingly 
problematic, especially in the dark, with our ageing church 'posties'.

The new initiative works as follows:

Select a card from the CrossReach range of cards offered by a member of our Church 
Outreach Committee.

Add your name to the card participants list and make your anonymous donation to the charity.

Write your card greeting and peg your card to one of the strings hung around the back of the 
Church, for everyone to see.

The charity CrossReach will receive our congregational donation after Christmas. 
CrossReach is the Church of Scotland's social care arm and offers loving care to people of all 
ages, who are in need of a helping hand, supporting them to live their life to the full whatever 
their circumstances.

Please support this new initiative. 

CROSSREACH CHRISTMAS CARDS
WITH A DIFFERENCE
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