
P
h

o
to

 s
o
u
rc

e
: 
fli

ck
r.

co
m

/p
h
o
to

s/
jo

n
d
o
u
g
la

s/
1
2
0
7
4
4
3
9
3
6
3

 
 

 

 

 
 

The Parish
Record
Autumn 2021
The quarterly magazine of
Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay Parish Church

“I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will not 
walk in darkness, but will 
have the light of life.”  
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MESSAGE FROM OUR INTERIM 
MODERATOR  

Someone once said that the ideal career is 
where you find something you love to do and 
then find someone to pay you to do it!  While 
that’s not quite the definition of ministry that 
most of us would go with, there’s a truth in 
there.  It is a great joy and a great privilege to be 
a minister. 

Why am I telling you this?  Well, it may have 
crossed some people’s mind that being an 
interim moderator is somehow a burden, or a 

chore, as it entails looking after a congregation in addition to your own. The truth, 
however, is that it is a pleasure and a privilege to be able to serve the folk of 
Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay even though, given the need to serve my own 
congregation in Greenock as we continue to crank up after lockdown, I won’t be 
as involved in the life of the congregation as your ‘own’ minister would. 

Can I thank all those who have been so welcoming and so helpful to me in the 
few weeks since I took over after Archie’s retirement.  In due course we should 
have a locum who will provide the regular pastoral care and will conduct worship.  
Until one is found please don’t hesitate to contact me with any urgent pastoral 
needs.   

I look forward to getting to know more of the life and people of Skelmorlie & 
Wemyss Bay. 

With every good wish 
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MESSAGE FROM OUR PASTORAL 
ASSISTANT 
As I sit down to write for the final time for our 
Parish Record, I feel sad and also excited. Sadness 
and excitement are two emotions which don’t often 
go together and I know that these feelings may last 
for some time. I am sad because I have now said 
goodbye to you all. My final Sunday worship was at 
the end of August and you gave me such an amazing 
send-off, which I will remember for the rest of my 
life. That final Sunday was such an emotional day 
and I thank you all from the bottom of my heart for 
making it such a special day. As well as feeling sad, 
I am also excited for the future and looking forward 

to starting my studies at the University of Glasgow, to train for full time 
ministry of Word and Sacrament. These are times of change for both myself 
and our church here at Skelmorlie and Wemyss Bay and we should feel 
excited, because we’re both on the threshold of a new adventure. With the 
Lords help, and His future leading, we can definitely look forward to the 
many blessings that lie ahead.  

In my last sermon, I spoke about how grateful I was for the time we had 
together and look forward with great anticipation to the future that lies 
ahead. I reflected on just a few memories that I have from my time with 
you all. These are just some of the many special memories that will stay 
with me as I move on to the next stage of my journey. 

I will never forget the first time I stepped into our church, the feeling of 
warmth and enthusiasm and the welcome was so lovely. I will never forget 
my first sermon, I think it must have been a world record, that a two 
thousand word sermon could be delivered in just four minutes, now that is 



4

fast. I also will never forget the first funeral visit that I did with Archie. I 
knew from watching Archie on that visit that I would learn so much from 
him. His humility and care for the bereaved. This was to really shape me in 
how I wanted to be in my own ministry and I never took a single minute 
that I spent with Archie for granted. I knew that I was learning every time 
from him.  
I will never forget the worship leaders training where I was like a rabbit 
caught in the headlights. This started in February of 2019, I was just one 
month into the role of Pastoral Assistant and I never had a clue about 
anything. All the jargon and talk about prayers of adoration, approach and 
lots of stuff that I had never heard of in my life. That is actually where I 
first met Lynsey, on that training and she says that she thought I was the 
quietest person she had ever met. I never really spoke at all on the training 
and when I did speak, it was to ask a question that always seemed to bring 
about much hilarity.  
I have so many happy memories of my time here with all of you and I don’t 
know if you know just how much you have nurtured and loved me into 
where I am at today. You allowed me to be me and for that I will be forever 
grateful. People are often surprised when I tell them that I am not as 
confident as I try to come across. I was so nervous about coming here to 
work, about the way I spoke, or the past mistakes that I had made. 
However, none of that mattered to any of you and you simply loved me for 
who I am and most importantly you showed me what Jesus is like. The 
Christ that I saw in all of you, is the Christ that I hope to be able to share 
with others, as I go on in my journey of ministry. Thank you all for your 
support, encouragement and for your love.  
God Bless you all. 
  
Chris xxx 

And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose – Romans 8:28 
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CHRIS BARLAS: An Appreciation 

Since Chris Barlas arrived as our Pastoral Assistant, he has applied himself to that 
role with vibrant enthusiasm and has been an inspiration to all especially through 
the turbulent and frustrating times brought upon us by the COVID pandemic. 

While we are sorry to lose his services, at the same time we are so pleased of his 
acceptance at conference to study for the full time Ministry of Word and 
Sacrament commencing in early September at Trinity College University of 
Glasgow. 

Since we appointed Chris, he most certainly endeared himself to the congregation 
for his capability, ability, enthusiasm and dedication. Visits to the bereaved, sick, 
lonely and infirm of our folk here, the able and enlightening conduct of Sunday 
services supplemented by guitar and songs, the caring and sensitive manner in 
which funeral services were conducted, together with the gentle before and after 
care of those who had lost loved ones. These qualities have been deeply 
appreciated by many. 

During his time with us, Chris has been a tower of strength and support to Archie 
in his ministry here (which of course was the whole object of the creation of the 
post) They dovetailed so naturally and were clearly “on the same wavelength” as 
each other. The Two Ronnie’s banter was always entertaining, always relevant and 
laced with fun. We remember the enthusiastic input into so many functions of our 
church not least the little bible study group and particularly the setting up and 
running of the Café Church in the Station Tearoom. If we can attract a successor 
half as good as Chris has proven to be, we will be mightily pleased!     

He takes his leave of us leaving a host of good things - fond memories which we 
will cherish and more importantly, the sincere love and friendship between us 
fostered over the last 2 or so years Sometime in the future, we look forward to 
Chris completing his studies and to eventual ordination as a Minister of Word and 
Sacrament in The Church of Scotland. We hope that perhaps we have had a little 
part to play in that outcome. In the meantime Chris, our good friend, thank you so 
very much for all you have contributed to the life and worship of our church. You 
go with our love and best wishes and we pray that God will richly bless and 
sustain you in whatever lies ahead. 

Alan Grant 

Session Clerk  
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PASTORAL GROUP 

The group consists of five church members, namely…Gwen MacKenzie, 
Morag MacKintosh, Ann Organ, Gladys Black and myself. 
We aim mainly to visit church members who are housebound and unable to 
come out to church . We also visit folk who are recovering from illness , or 
recently bereaved. 
We aim to visit approximately monthly. 
At present we visit seventeen individuals . 
Should anyone know of someone who would appreciate a visit do contact 
me. 
Brian Spence. Tel  522300 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE  
A warm welcome awaited everyone at the first meeting of the Friendship Circle. 
For what seemed like a lifetime, but was in fact only 18 months !! The first 
meeting was held on 21st September in the Church Hall and will be on alternate 
Tuesdays until December.This meeting was a get-together with afternoon tea 
served. 

For the benefit of anyone who has not yet joined us on a Tuesday afternoon the 
purpose is to meet up , enjoy tea/coffee and chat with others. We are fortunate in 
having an excellent Master of Ceremonies, John Nugent, (whose jokes are 
sometimes corny), and enthusiastic Chairperson Rita who welds us into a merry 
band of workers. 

Entertainment is often provided but on the whole a great deal of chat seems to be 
the best formula. A programme has been arranged to take us through to the end of 
the year and hopefully there will be something for everyone. 
The group is open to members of the Community, so please invite a friend or 
friends along to join in the fun. Should you have any queries please contact Rita 
on 529289. Hope to see you there. 
Anne Organ 
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DEACON MARION STEWART 

Hello everyone. My name is Marion Stewart and I joined  
Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay Parish Church last year. I am 
originally from Dalry, Ayrshire and began my working 
life as a Home Economics Teacher at Garnock Academy, 
Kilbirnie.  Later I worked at Ekwendeni Girls Secondary 
School, Malawi for six years. Although it was a newly 
built school, the supply of water and electricity was 
erratic. However, it was a wonderful experience, with 
many memories etched in my mind. Time moved on and I 
had a change of scene and routine working at the Church 

of Scotland Centre in Tiberias, where I was in charge of the catering for 2 
years. 
By 1989 it was time to return home and after selection, training and 
ordination, I began work as a DEACON of the Church of Scotland, in 
Richmond Craigmillar Church, Edinburgh. I always look on this time as my 
apprenticeship, where I gained experience about teamwork and was guided 
in the life, work and pastoral care of a Congregation. This stood me in good 
stead when I moved to Skene Parish Church in Aberdeenshire. 
The work of a DEACON is varied. I shared in leading worship, pastoral 
care and worked in schools with the aim of bringing the Bible alive and 
relevant to the children. I played my part in Presbytery  and even the dizzy 
heights of being Moderator. I was  President of The Diaconate for Church 
of Scotland Deacons (2016-2019)and represented Scotland at World 
Conference for Deacons (Diakonia) in Chicago, 2017.  In 2019  I was part 
of the planning group celebrating 25th anniversary of DRAE (Diakonia 
Region Africa Europe) at Queen Margaret University Campus in 
Musselburgh, with 200 DEACONS from across Europe & Africa attending. 
So, after 25years in Aberdeenshire I retired back to Ayrshire where I have 
found a warm welcome among my new neighbours and  Congregation of 
Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay Parish Church. 

Deacon Marion Stewart
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PASTORAL ASSISTANT VACANCY 
The linked charge, of Inverkip Church linked with Skelmorlie and Wemyss 
Bay Parish Church is seeking the services of a part-time Pastoral Assistant 
to support our minister in the worship pattern and pastoral care of both 
congregations. Duties will include conducting or assisting in Sunday 
Worship and other group activities, and providing pastoral support on two 
further days per week.  

A full job description and further information can be obtained from  

Rita- rita.carmichael@btinternet.com………………………………………  

SESSION SNIPPETS 
• David Johnston and Jean McAnna have been appointed to serve on the 

Presbytery Local Mission Group. 

• Investigation is being made with a view to obtaining a glass display case 
for the matchstick model of the church and other notable artefacts. 

• The Manse has been let for an initial period of six months. 

• Empty tubes are still available in the hall for the “Smartie” collection in 
support of the work at Kibera. 

• In view of the continuing difficulties caused by the lockdown, it was 
agreed to seek volunteers to supplement the numbers on the Pastoral Care 
Committee. 

• It has been agreed to co-opt Ms Marion Stewart, Deacon, to the Kirk 
Session. Marion will lead a Bible Study Group to meet on Wednesday 
afternoons from 2.30pm commencing 29th September. She will also 
conduct Sunday worship on the first Sunday of each month.  

• The Christmas mail service has been suspended for this year. 

• The Session has agreed to advertise the post of Pastoral Assistant. 
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SHARING JESUS 
Shortly after Dwight Moody (1837-99) came to faith in Christ, the evangelist 
resolved not to let a day pass without sharing God’s good news with at least one 
person. On busy days he’d sometimes forget his resolution until late. One night, he 
was in bed before he remembered. As he stepped outside, he thought, “no-one will 
be out in this pouring rain”. Just then he saw a man walking down the street. 
Moody rushed over and asked to stand under his umbrella to avoid the rain. When 
granted permission, he asked, “ Have you any shelter in the time of storm?  Could 
I tell you about Jesus?”. 
Moody embodied a readiness to share how God saves us from the consequences of 
our sins, he obeyed God’s instructions to the Israelites to proclaim His name and 
“make known among the nations what He has done” (Isiah 12.4). Not only were 
God’s people called to “proclaim that His name is exalted” (V4), but they were 
also to share how He had “become (their) salvation”(V2). Centuries later, our call 
remains, to tell the wonders of Jesus becoming a  man, dying on the cross, and 
rising again. 
Perhaps we heard about God’s love when, as Moody did, someone left their 
comfort zone to talk with us about Jesus. We too, each in our own way, can let 
someone know about the One who saves. 

Submitted by Gladys Black 
From Daily Bread. 

SOUL SEARCHING  
Soul-searching will resume on the last Sunday 31st October at 6.30pm. Tea 
and coffee will be served  from 6pm.  
More details will be given at the church. 
The committee are looking forward to getting together and organising our 
first evening. 

It is also hoped that Messy Church will start again in Inverkip church in the 
New Year. 
Siona Leitch 
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FELLOWSHIP 
Hello everyone. The Fellowship like many other organisations closed in 
2019 without a formal closing. Or in the Fellowship’s case an AGM which 
should have thanked Douglas Vallance from Inverkip Parish Church for his 
many years of service as Secretary, as he stood down from the committee. I 
would like to do that now and thank him for the many years of dedication 
to the Fellowship. The future of the Fellowship is now in your hands as all 
positions are now up for re-election. As of this date, we only have myself as 
President, Jean Stewart as Treasurer and Ken Thomson as a committee 
member,    

If we are to restart, we have to have the backing, as to who will support us 
fortnightly and hopefully join us on the committee. Jean and I have met 
informally and have sketched a plan to start in January 2022 with a Burns 
celebration for all to enjoy. 

If you feel that you would like the Fellowship to continue,  please intimate 
your response via our session clerk, Alan Grant, Jean Stewart or myself, at 
the Church or to me directly on kloxam@aol.com  

We do hope we hear from you. 

Keith Loxam 

HUMOUR FOR CHRIS 
Did you know ants never get sick? 
It’s because they have little Anty Bodies. 

I tried to come up with a carpentry pun that woodwork. I think I nailed it 
but nobody saw it. 

BREAKING NEWS A man who took an Airline Company to Court 
after his luggage went missing, has lost his case. 
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OUTREACH GROUP 
Since Church reopened for Sunday Services, monthly Retiring Offerings have 
resumed.  It does make a difference to the money the Charities receive if you 
would fill in a Gift Aid envelope. Please remember you can donate to the 
particular charity any Sunday in that month. Unfortunately, John Scott has 
reported that the takings have reduced considerably. The reasons for this are 
unclear but may be due to reduced Sunday attending. At Chris' suggestion, we 
intend to return to the practice of having a speaker to make the appeal each month. 

Shoebox appeal will go ahead as usual so will you please bring in any spare 
empties you have. There is even more of a shortage of boxes this year as boxes left 
in the shops have to be flattened and recycled. The deadline for handing in filled 
boxes will be the last week in October. You can pick up contents leaflets from the 
Hall. 

Sylvia Douglas is intending to make sure that the occupants of the new flats across 
the road from the Church are aware of the opportunity to fill a shoebox. 

The possibility of having Christmas mail delivery this year has been discussed and 
ruled out due to the COVID situation especially, as infections appear to be rising 
again. 

David Johnston 

STAMP 2021 APPEAL 

Thanks to all who contribute stamps to 
the World Mission appeal. 

Please remember to leave at least a 
quarter of an inch of paper around 
stamps, as damaged ones have no value.  
There’s a box for them in the Hall, or 
give them to me.            
Barbara Dunn 
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PROPERTY REPORT  
Re-opening for worship  
This continues to work well. There is now no need to book in advance.  As of early 
August “Trace and Protect” is still required. One metre spacing is legal, but as 
there is no pressure on attendance, no new layout has been necessary.  
Use of Hall  
Through the summer Pilates classes have used the hall but they have now returned 
to the community centre. The Foodbank collection continues to run on the last  
Friday of each month.  Now the Fiddlers have just re-started on Saturday mornings 
from September, also disinfecting afterwards.  Country Dancing is restarting on 
Wednesday evenings in September.  As other activities such as Friendship Circle 
and Fellowship may wish to re-start, care will be taken to observe necessary 
hygiene.  
Kitchen  
Before we could resume using the Kitchen, the water supplies and dishwasher 
have been run through thoroughly to remove any possible infection.  Our very 
grateful thanks to Muriel who has taken this in hand.  
Church Maintenance  
The cleaner reported dampness in the toilets, so a dehumidifier has been running 
there to reduce the humidity level.We still intend to look into the various 
stonework maintenance recommended in the “Quinquennial” Condition Survey.

 
Manse

 
Essential certifications and upgrades were completed and the new tenants, the 
McLaughlin family, are now in residence. They will be there for 6 months while 
repairs are done on their own house. 

 
Streaming of Services on the Internet

 This is now running quite smoothly, after a few teething troubles.  Even with the 
church re-opened, there are well over 100 “views” on YouTube each week plus the 
DVDs for those housebound without online access.  Many thanks to all of the 
volunteers on streaming, sound and screen: more would be very welcome!

 Defibrillator
 The defibrillator remains in good order and available for use, but the light and 

alarm in the cabinet have failed.  (These are only to help in the dark and to ensure 
the door is re-closed.)  The suppliers have sent a complete new cabinet which will 
be fitted shortly.

 Car Park
 There was no response to our email to Ogilvie Builders about car parking spaces at 

the new flats.
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Saltire Appeal Coffee Morning 2nd October 10am - noon.  Tickets, £5, 
must be purchased in advance in order to keep within advised restrictions. 
Donations of home baking and raffle prizes can be handed into the Church 
Hall on Friday1st October 6 - 7pm. 

Handbag Party Friday 22nd October 7.30pm. Ladies night: bring your own 
bottle. Tickets £3. 

Christmas Fayre will be held on 27th November 10am - noon, tickets £5 
includes tea/coffee and home baking, various stalls. Donations for stalls and 
home baking can be handed into the Church Hall on Friday 26th, between 
6.00pm - 7.30pm. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCING 
Fun Class 

Wednesday Evenings at 7.30pm 
From 22nd September 2021 

 
in Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay Parish Church hall 
Come and try – tea, biscuits and laughs included 

Alternatively contact Janet Hope 520316 for information 

BIBLE STUDY 
The Bible Study will begin on Wednesday 29th Sept  and will meet weekly.

 

The only book you need to bring is your Bible. Over the weeks we will 
look at Acts 1-12 and follow the adventures  of the Disciples as they 

continued to be faithful witnesses of Jesus and carry on the work He
began on earth. 

Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay Parish Church Hall 

 WEDNESDAY 29th Sept 2pm. 
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TEA/COFFEE ROTA  
Sunday 3rd October – W. Craig, B. Dunn, G. Macdonald, M. McCluskey    
Sunday 7th November – Mgt. Spence, I. Dick, C. Brown   
Sunday 5th December – M. Bremner, M. O’May, H. Brydon   
This is the rota for the next three months. Please put these dates in your 
diary. If this works well we will resume full scale Coffee/Tea Rota in 2022. 

 
Ella Wright 

FLOWER GROUP 
If you are able to help out with flowers, Mrs Ann Grant would be delighted to hear 
from you. You can contact her on 520987. 

October 3 Siona Leitch Catriona  Swaffer
10 Iona Doull
17 Mary McGinn
24 Margaret Spence
31 May McKinnon

November 7 Mrs Baillie Vacant

Volunteer needed

14 Sheila Kerr
21 Muriel O’May
27

BOOKS TO READ AND BE INSPIRED BY 
 

‘Selected to Live’ by Ruth Dobschiner  
As a Jewish teenager, Ruth managed to evade the horrors of the 

concentration camps where her family perished. 
The title of the book refers to how she believed God had selected her to live. 

In time she came to Glasgow and studied to be a nurse. 
 Evidence Not Seen by Darlene Deibler Rose 

Darlene and her husband went as missionaries to Dutch Indonesia.
 

They were imprisoned by the Japanese and separated to different camps. 
Her husband died and it was a while before she knew what had

happened to him. Her strong faith help her survive.  
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DOOR DUTY 
Now that we are getting back to near normal, the door duty rota is back in 
use. Our sincere thanks to those who have “held the fort” over the last 
weeks since the church re-opened for services, their care and dedication is 
much appreciated. 

Below is the rota for the remainder of the year showing your Sunday duty 
which I would be glad if you would note.  

May I remind you that on occasions when you cannot fulfil your door 
duty, you should arrange a substitute. 
  
Best regards,   
Alan Grant 
Session Clerk 

DOOR DUTY
September 19 Liz Grant Ann Grant

26 G Mackenzie M MacLean
October 3 J McAnna A Doull

10 A Organ B Spence
17 B Dunn C Sangster
24  R McAskill A MacDonald

31 J Stewart M Dunlop
November   7 M McGinn A Smith

14 M O’May I Jackson
21 E Wright A Craig

28 T Ovens G Black
December 5 R Carmichael B Spence

12 J Nugent M Mackintosh
19 W Craig G Macdonald
26 C Scott E Yde
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EDITORIAL TEAM  
Rita Carmichael email rita.carmichael@btinternet.com 
Telephone 529289

 
Gladys Black email gblack@hotmail.co.uk

 
Telephone 520835 

Anne Organ email roseanne.organ@gmail.com

 Telephone 529289

 If you have any special celebrations please let us know.

http://www.swbchurch.co.uk 

 

Facebook : Skelmorlie & Wemyss Bay Parish Church 

Church Service : On YouTube, search for “Inverkip and 
Skelmorlie” (make it a favourite or bookmark). 

 
Interim Moderator : Alan Sorensen 721741 or 07957 283035 

Session Clerk : Alan Grant 520987

 

Treasurer : John Scott 520259

 

Property : Bill Wright 520095

www.SWBchurch.com

Registered Charity: SCO03309
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